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ñIf we Sigs aren't Brothers, 
then many blood brothers are 

less so.  I have done 
incomparably less for Sigma 
Phi than Sigma Phi has done 

for me.ò  
 

Lawrence B. Perkins, 
F'25, Cornell Class of 
1931 (1907 - 1997)   

Upon receiving the 1990 
Elihu Root Distinguished 

Sigma Phi Award  
 

Founder and former 
Principal and Director of 
architectural-design firm 
Perkins & Will, business 
and civic leader, professor 

and author, and 
international yachtsman  

Summer 2008 

 Hail beloved Brothers, Sig Sisters and friends: Extending to you our greeting, 
the Actives of the Alpha of Wisconsin hope this letter finds you well.  We are thrilled 
to bring to you The Alpha Architect during such a unique and exciting time in the his-
tory of our Illustrious Society.  While the tenth candle upon our crest has finally 
been relit at the University of North Carolina, a centennial celebration rapidly ap-
proaches the land where Mendotaôs waters lie.  It is our pleasure to share with you 
now the excitement and anticipation that defines our current place in history.  
 I would like to start by sending our hearts out to the men of Sigma Phi Epsi-
lon.  On the night of May 19th, many university students and members of the Greek 
community gathered in silence at the steps of SigEp as flames violently swept through 
the top floors of the fraternity.  We hope for their men not only the best, but that 
they may also rise from the ashes as we have done in our storied past.  A city-wide 
ordinance will require all communal-living buildings to have sprinkler systems in-
stalled by January 1, 2014.  While we remain thankful for the sprinkler system pro-
tecting the Sig House, this financial obstacle creates an uncertain future for many 
fraternal houses on campus. 

This fall the halls of the Alpha will be housing a number of Actives unseen in 
recent years.  The current state of Sigma Phi can be characterized as unified, tried 
and true.  Morale is high.  With much gratitude to the undying devotion of local 
Alumni and the characteristic dedication of Actives, our house is ever persistent in 
producing gentlemen of the highest caliber, true leaders of the Sigma Phi.  As the 
Alpha of Wisconsin continues to prosper, we look forward to welcoming many Wan-
dering Birds this fall, even those who live far from our home. 
 Undoubtedly, this summer is an increasingly exciting time as multiple events 
quickly draw nearer.  Currently, we are in the midst of final preparations for the up-
coming 177th National Sigma Phi Convention to be held here in Madison.  On Hal-
loween, the Alpha of Wisconsin will celebrate 100 years of life and vitality.  Soon 
Sigs of all distinction, from all chapters, will be welcomed here to join hearts and 
hands, exchange stories and experiences from our respective chapters, and ultimately 
form bonds that bind forever, heart to heart.   
 Sigma Phi is a Band of Brothers that has parted never, though scattered both 
far and near.  The golden gem that gleams on the breast of trusty friends is calling.  
Weôre looking forward to seeing you as we join together to celebrate Wisconsinôs 
Centennial.  Again, we hope this newsletter finds you in good health and that it may 
strengthen the bonds we share. 
                                                                                               BSL, Kraig Weber, Fô06 
                                                                                                          President 



 We are anticipating a strong fall semester in conjunction with a fun-filled 
convention, top-notch grades, and of course a very strong pledge class.  The official 
ñrush seasonò begins at the end of August and will be filled with numerous oppor-
tunities to meet incoming underclassmen.  Weôll be helping students move into 
their dorms and apartments, hosting Poker, Steak and Cigar Night and throwing 
touchdowns under the lights at Camp Randall.  We also have a table reserved at the 
Activity Fair days before classes start, have an ad in the first Badger Herald of the 
year, and we will be mentioned in an introductory survey for freshmen.   
 I am very optimistic about this year and am being aided by recent successful 
Rush Chairmen.  While the Actives will be giving their all to ensure a strong and 
enthusiastic pledge class, we also need help from all Sigs to promote our Illustrious 
Society.  If you know any worthy young gentlemen entering Buckyland, let them 
know of our chapter and send me (cmanske@wisc.edu) their information.                                       
                                                                                            BSL, Chris Manske, Fô07 

 Greetings!  I was recently elected House Manager for the summer and fall.  I 
feel privileged to prepare our house for Septemberôs National Convention.   
 What a winter Madison had this year!  Madisonôs previous 76.1ò snowfall 
record of 1978-79 was shattered by a massive total of 101.4ò.  We Actives at the Al-
pha are happy to say we made it through the winter without a single shoveling 
ticket from the city.  Weôre all extremely grateful for the newly installed hot water 
boiler system.  It kept us toasty during this historic winter while keeping our energy 
bill as low as possible in the process.   
 The Alpha will be hosting the 177th National Convention this fall.  We feel 
obliged to present our home in its most pristine manner possible.  With that comes 
a request: Weôd love for anyone willing to help join us in an Alumni-Active House-
work on Saturday, July 26th.  The Actives, and anybody else interested, also will be 
doing landscaping work on August 2nd to prepare for our Centennial.  We will be 
very appreciative of any help offered in presenting our house to its fullest potential.   
 We also face projects to repair roof shingles, carpeting, and windows with 
torn screens, broken handles and heat-leaking frames.  There will be smaller cos-
metic jobs done around the house, too.  As always, itôs a fine balancing act between 
fulfilling needs and affordability.   
 I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Sigs who have contrib-
uted money over the years.  Thanks to you, we are still able to call this wonderful 
Louis Sullivan masterpiece our home.        
                                                                                               BSL, Ben Reimer, Fô07 

ñLiving so closely for several 
years, as we did in Sigma Phi, 

eventually reveals the true 
unvarnished character of a 

man.  I believe it is this 
process which produces the 
ties which bind us all so 
closely together.ò 

 
ñSeldom in life's later years do 

such congenial conditions 
develop for the formation of 

true friendships.  This may be 
why this Society has meant so 

much to so many since its 
founding so long ago.ò 

 
ñSurely the many good 

qualities for which our Society 
stands no doubt also play a 
significant part in molding 

one's character for the better.  
Among these is loyalty to 
one's friends.ò  

 
Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr., 
F'38, UW Class of 1941 

(1919 - Present)   
Upon receiving the 1993 
Elihu Root Distinguished 

Sigma Phi Award  
 

Former President, CEO, 
and Chairman of the 

Board of market research 
firm A. C. Nielsen 

Company, business and 
civic leader, veteran, 
presidential advisor, 

philanthropist and tennis 
champion 

 



Youngest Sister of our Band 
by Kraig Weber, Fô06 

 It has been over fifty years since Sigs have 
been called to assemble for the commencement of 
a new chapter.  On April 5th, 2008, Sigma Phi, 
the first fraternity ever to expand with a new 
chapter at another school, once again found a 
new southern home as four new initiates at the 
Alpha of North Carolina were hailed legitimate 
brothers of the Sigma Phi. 
 An astounding nine Wisconsin Sigs at-
tended the ceremony at the University of Vir-
ginia.  Proudly representing our chapter, Actives 
Eric Murn, Fô06, and I traveled south to Charlottes-
ville.  We spent the weekend getting to know the four 
newly initiated brothers of the Alpha: Starting to the 
right of Eric in the bottom row, (left to right) are Jake 
Chung, Tô08, Javier Herrera, Tô08, Sean List, Tô08, and 
Michael Puchley, Tô08.   
 Seeing as how the chapter letter óNô was already 
taken many years ago by the Gamma of New York at 
NYU, óTô for ñTar Heelsò was the next obvious choice.  
 Mingling in the Serpsô pool room, we spent the 
afternoon hours giving introductions and exchanges of 
lighthearted Sig stories while we waited for our next 
game on the table.  Unfamiliar faces became friends 
and bonds previously absent became strong during the 
course of the celebration weekend. 

 Congrats to the Sigma Phi, Kappa Alpha Theta, 
and Sigma Pi cast for placing third in the 61st  
annual HUMOROLOGY comedy/musical! 
Humorology is the largest non-profit student 
service organization in Wisconsin with proceeds 
going to Camp Hartland and the Chris Farley 
Foundation.  Pictured above: Sigma Phiôs cast 
(left to right) Kyle Williams, Fô04, Evan Krueger, 
Fô04, and Corey Lee, Fô06. 
 2008-09: Sigma Phi, Pi Beta Phi, and Sigma Pi 

 Active Sigs at the University of WisconsinðMadison have many reasons to celebrate!   
At the 176th National Convention, Oct. 2007, in Charlottesville, VA, the Alpha of Wiscon-
sin was presented the Sigma Phi Society Scholastic Achievement Award for highest chapter 
GPA and the Sigma Phi Society Active Chapter Newsletter Award for our Fall 2007 Alpha 
Architect  newsletter (viewable @ www.sigmaphiwisconsin.com and www.sigmaphi.org ).    
At the 2007-08 University of Wisconsin All Greek Awards, Sigma Phi was presented the 
Most-Improved Chapter GPA Award and our very own Evan Krueger, Fô04, was presented 
the Most Outstanding Community-Minded Greek Award and the Most Outstanding Greek 
Man Award.  Pictured above are Wisconsin Sigs celebrating and singing Sigma Phi Sweet-
heart for our beautiful dates at our fall formal in Middleton. 

Left to Right: Marshall Solem, Fô79, Dan Neumann, Fô71, Russell 

Shultis, F'78, Scott Hekel, Fô97, Erik Botts, Fô06, Jeff Drengler, Fô06, 

and Alex Borden, Fô05, represented Sigs from Wisconsin at the 176th 

National  Convention hosted by the Serps in Charlottesville, VA. 

 Kraig Weber, Fô06, (upper-left in blue) and Eric Murn, Fô06, (lower-left in 

white) represented the Wisconsin Active Chapter at the first UNC initiation. 
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